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OVERVIEW

This forecast presents what we believe are the most likely trends in future activity of five major
 economic and demographic measures for Maine and its sixteen counties through 2010.  The key
 word here is trends.  Ultimately, of course, the future is unpredictable, but  history provides us
 with patterns of change which, properly analyzed and understood, can be projected into the
 future with some degree of confidence.   Thus, we don't expect to hit many values on the nose,
 but we do expect the growth rates we have projected to be reasonably close to those which will
 play out in the future.

Our population projections are based on a long-range forecast of the State population using the
 Regional Economic Models, Inc. (REMI) model for Maine.  Next, all town populations were
 forecast by extrapolating the change between 1990 and 2000 in each of 7 age cohorts as a
 percentage of the State totals.  The unorganized territories were treated similarly and summed
 with the towns to produce county totals.  In the later years of the forecast, all county trends were
 caused to merge nearer to the State trend since, normally, declining populations eventually turn
 around and rapidly growing populations typically slow down in time.  The county populations
 for 1991 through 1999 are merely crude estimates by the US Bureau of Economic Analysis.
  Thus, the trends for this intercensal period shown in the charts may well be inaccurate.  The
 apparent sudden reversal from rapid decline to rapid growth in Androscoggin County in 1998 is
 particularly suspect.  We should also note that the population declines during the 1990's in
 Androscoggin and Penobscot Counties were largely caused by short moves of households just
 over the county lines, thus employment and retail sales growth in these counties continued
 apace.

Overall, Maine's population is expected to grow slightly faster (0.5% per year) during the current
 decade than during the 1990's (0.4% per year).  Likewise, employment, personal income, and
 taxable retail sales are expected to grow somewhat faster during the current decade.  This is
 partly because of faster population growth and partly because the recession of 2001 was much
 milder than that of 1991-92 and no more recessions are forecast for the current decade.

Of course, Maine is not economically homogeneous.  Since the 1930's, the coastal counties, with
 the notable exception of Washington (the most northern and eastern), have generally
 experienced faster population and economic growth than either the central counties
 (Androscoggin, Kennebec, Penobscot) or the rim counties (Piscataquis and those counties
 bordering Canada).  This basic trend is expected to continue over the forecast horizon.  This is
 most evident in the series of tables which order the counties according to projected growth rates
 where the coastal counties tend to be clustered near the top, the central counties near the middle,
 and the rim counties and Washington near the bottom.
 
Sagadahoc County presents a major exception to this pattern as it is a coastal county yet it
 experienced employment and retail sales declines during the 1990's.  The short-term dynamics
 behind the data are the downsizing of Bath Iron Works, the County's largest employer, and the
 rapid growth of the Cook's Corner Shopping Mall which is just over the County border in
 Brunswick (Cumberland County).  This mall definitely siphoned off some retail activity from
 the Bath area of Sagadahoc County.



                                                     HISTORICAL GROWTH RANKINGS

Population Growth 1990-2000 Full & Part-Time Empl.Growth 1990-2000 Taxable Ret. Sales Growth 1990-2000
Avg. Annual Rate(Maine = 0.4%) Avg. Annual Rate(Maine = 1.2%) Avg. Annual Rate(Maine = 4.5%)

1 York 1.3% 1 Waldo 3.5% 1 Lincoln 5.9%
2 Lincoln 1.0% 2 Knox 2.7% 2 Waldo 5.9%
3 Waldo 1.0% 3 Lincoln 2.6% 3 Hancock 5.5%
4 Hancock 1.0% 4 Hancock 2.5% 4 Cumberland 5.5%
5 Cumberland 0.9% 5 Washington 1.8% 5 York 5.4%
6 Knox 0.8% 6 Cumberland 1.7% 6 Knox 5.2%
7 Sagadahoc 0.5% 7 Somerset 1.3% 7 Androscoggin 4.4%
8 Oxford 0.4% 8 Androscoggin 1.1% 8 Penobscot 4.3%
9 Somerset 0.2% 9 York 1.1% 9 Kennebec 4.1%

10 Franklin 0.1% 10 Oxford 1.0% 10 Oxford 4.0%
11 Kennebec 0.1% 11 Penobscot 0.9% 11 Piscataquis 2.3%
12 Penobscot -0.1% 12 Franklin 0.9% 12 Franklin 1.9%
13 Androscoggin -0.2% 13 Kennebec 0.3% 13 Sagadahoc 1.4%
14 Washington -0.4% 14 Piscataquis 0.2% 14 Aroostook 1.2%
15 Piscataquis -0.8% 15 Sagadahoc -0.6% 15 Washington 1.2%
16 Aroostook -1.6% 16 Aroostook -0.7% 16 Somerset 0.8%

Personal Income Growth 1990-2000 Per Capita Income Growth 1990-2000
Avg. Annual Rate(Maine = 4.2%) Avg. Annual Rate(Maine = 3.8%)

1 Waldo 5.6% 1 Waldo 4.6%
2 Knox 5.1% 2 Washington 4.3%
3 Cumberland 4.8% 3 Knox 4.2%
4 York 4.7% 4 Penobscot 4.1%
5 Hancock 4.6% 5 Piscataquis 4.0%
6 Lincoln 4.1% 6 Cumberland 3.9%
7 Penobscot 3.9% 7 Aroostook 3.8%
8 Oxford 3.9% 8 Androscoggin 3.8%
9 Washington 3.8% 9 Franklin 3.7%

10 Franklin 3.8% 10 Hancock 3.6%
11 Sagadahoc 3.7% 11 Oxford 3.5%
12 Somerset 3.7% 12 Somerset 3.5%
13 Androscoggin 3.6% 13 Kennebec 3.4%
14 Kennebec 3.5% 14 York 3.3%
15 Piscataquis 3.2% 15 Sagadahoc 3.3%
16 Aroostook 2.1% 16 Lincoln 3.1%

x



                                                                FORECAST GROWTH RANKINGS

Population Growth 2000-2010 Full & Part-Time Empl.Growth 2000-2010 Taxable Ret. Sales Growth 2000-2010
Avg. Annual Rate (Maine = 0.5%) Avg. Annual Rate (Maine = 1.7%) Avg. Annual Rate(Maine = 5.0%)

1 York 1.0% 1 Lincoln 4.2% 1 Waldo 6.2%
2 Hancock 0.9% 2 Hancock 2.7% 2 Hancock 6.1%
3 Waldo 0.8% 3 Washington 2.4% 3 Cumberland 6.1%
4 Lincoln 0.8% 4 Cumberland 2.3% 4 York 5.9%
5 Knox 0.7% 5 Waldo 2.3% 5 Sagadahoc 5.9%
6 Cumberland 0.7% 6 Knox 2.2% 6 Lincoln 5.8%
7 Sagadahoc 0.5% 7 Somerset 1.7% 7 Knox 5.7%
8 Oxford 0.3% 8 Kennebec 1.3% 8 Oxford 5.0%
9 Franklin 0.3% 9 Oxford 1.3% 9 Kennebec 4.5%

10 Somerset 0.2% 10 York 1.2% 10 Androscoggin 3.4%
11 Kennebec 0.2% 11 Penobscot 1.2% 11 Penobscot 3.3%
12 Penobscot 0.1% 12 Aroostook 1.1% 12 Franklin 2.5%
13 Androscoggin -0.0% 13 Franklin 1.0% 13 Washington 2.3%
14 Washington -0.2% 14 Androscoggin 0.9% 14 Piscataquis 2.1%
15 Aroostook -0.2% 15 Piscataquis 0.4% 15 Somerset 1.9%
16 Piscataquis -0.5% 16 Sagadahoc -1.4% 16 Aroostook 1.8%

Personal Income Growth 2000-2010 Per Capita Income Growth 2000-2010
Avg. Annual Rate(Maine = 4.9%) Avg. Annual Rate(Maine = 4.4%)

1 Waldo 6.2% 1 Cumberland 5.3%
2 Cumberland 6.1% 2 Waldo 5.3%
3 Hancock 6.1% 3 Hancock 5.1%
4 Knox 5.7% 4 Penobscot 5.0%
5 Lincoln 5.6% 5 Knox 4.9%
6 York 5.6% 6 Lincoln 4.7%
7 Penobscot 5.1% 7 York 4.6%
8 Sagadahoc 5.0% 8 Sagadahoc 4.5%
9 Oxford 4.6% 9 Oxford 4.2%

10 Kennebec 4.3% 10 Piscataquis 4.1%
11 Franklin 3.9% 11 Kennebec 4.1%
12 Somerset 3.8% 12 Aroostook 3.7%
13 Piscataquis 3.5% 13 Franklin 3.6%
14 Aroostook 3.5% 14 Somerset 3.6%
15 Androscoggin 2.9% 15 Washington 3.0%
16 Washington 2.9% 16 Androscoggin 3.0%

PER CAPITA PERSONAL INCOME (mill$)           Annual Avg. Pct. Chg.
1990 2000 2005 2010 1980-90 1990-00 2000-05 2000-10

Maine $17,473 $25,380 $31,659 $39,165 7.6% 3.8% 2.2% 4.4%
Androscoggin $16,614 $24,045 $28,081 $32,192 7.0% 3.8% 1.6% 3.0%
Aroostook $14,368 $20,837 $25,488 $30,058 7.1% 3.8% 2.0% 3.7%
Cumberland $21,616 $31,773 $41,199 $53,383 8.4% 3.9% 2.6% 5.3%
Franklin $14,835 $21,338 $25,902 $30,419 6.8% 3.7% 2.0% 3.6%
Hancock $18,337 $26,174 $33,483 $43,197 8.2% 3.6% 2.5% 5.1%
Kennebec $18,032 $25,309 $31,132 $37,710 7.6% 3.4% 2.1% 4.1%
Knox $17,616 $26,511 $33,494 $42,781 7.9% 4.2% 2.4% 4.9%
Lincoln $19,279 $26,116 $32,693 $41,439 7.9% 3.1% 2.3% 4.7%
Oxford $14,451 $20,388 $25,303 $30,774 5.9% 3.5% 2.2% 4.2%
Penobscot $15,824 $23,653 $30,410 $38,447 6.9% 4.1% 2.5% 5.0%
Piscataquis $13,428 $19,877 $25,127 $29,623 5.4% 4.0% 2.4% 4.1%
Sagadahoc $18,702 $25,816 $32,150 $40,135 8.1% 3.3% 2.2% 4.5%
Somerset $13,929 $19,561 $23,409 $27,837 7.3% 3.5% 1.8% 3.6%
Waldo $13,952 $21,822 $28,378 $36,529 7.7% 4.6% 2.7% 5.3%
Washington $13,514 $20,541 $24,384 $27,690 6.6% 4.3% 1.7% 3.0%
York $18,264 $25,299 $31,763 $39,479 7.7% 3.3% 2.3% 4.6%



Maine County Economic Forecast 2002
Annual Avg. Pct. Chg.

POPULATION
1990 2000 2005 2010 1980-90 1990-00 2000-05 2000-10

Maine 1,231,719 1,276,961 1,303,524 1,335,757 0.9% 0.4% 0.4% 0.5%
Androscoggin 105,412 103,834 103,221 103,482 0.6% -0.2% -0.1% -0.0%
Aroostook 87,024 73,852 71,706 72,217 -0.5% -1.6% -0.6% -0.2%
Cumberland 243,865 265,871 277,030 285,761 1.2% 0.9% 0.8% 0.7%
Franklin 29,135 29,476 29,576 30,327 0.6% 0.1% 0.1% 0.3%
Hancock 47,148 51,858 54,285 56,549 1.2% 1.0% 0.9% 0.9%
Kennebec 116,293 117,149 117,866 119,317 0.6% 0.1% 0.1% 0.2%
Knox 36,451 39,669 41,238 42,726 1.0% 0.8% 0.8% 0.7%
Lincoln 30,485 33,720 35,181 36,554 1.7% 1.0% 0.9% 0.8%
Oxford 52,748 54,822 55,469 56,763 0.7% 0.4% 0.2% 0.3%
Penobscot 147,046 144,861 144,658 146,429 0.7% -0.1% -0.0% 0.1%
Piscataquis 18,690 17,252 16,282 16,335 0.6% -0.8% -1.2% -0.5%
Sagadahoc 33,700 35,260 36,136 36,944 1.5% 0.5% 0.5% 0.5%
Somerset 49,946 50,940 51,156 52,201 1.0% 0.2% 0.1% 0.2%
Waldo 33,154 36,483 38,153 39,642 1.5% 1.0% 0.9% 0.8%
Washington 35,397 33,895 32,855 33,314 0.1% -0.4% -0.6% -0.2%
York 165,225 188,019 198,712 207,196 1.6% 1.3% 1.1% 1.0%

PERSONAL INCOME (mill$)
1990 2000 2005 2010 1980-90 1990-00 2000-05 2000-10

Maine $21,521.5 $32,409.1 $41,268.0 $52,314.9 8.6% 4.2% 5.0% 4.9%
Androscoggin $1,751.3 $2,496.7 $2,898.6 $3,331.3 7.6% 3.6% 3.0% 2.9%
Aroostook $1,250.4 $1,538.8 $1,827.7 $2,170.7 6.6% 2.1% 3.5% 3.5%
Cumberland $5,271.4 $8,447.4 $11,413.3 $15,254.8 9.7% 4.8% 6.2% 6.1%
Franklin $432.2 $629.0 $766.1 $922.5 7.4% 3.8% 4.0% 3.9%
Hancock $864.6 $1,357.3 $1,817.6 $2,442.7 9.5% 4.6% 6.0% 6.1%
Kennebec $2,097.0 $2,964.9 $3,669.4 $4,499.4 8.2% 3.5% 4.4% 4.3%
Knox $642.1 $1,051.7 $1,381.2 $1,827.9 8.9% 5.1% 5.6% 5.7%
Lincoln $587.7 $880.6 $1,150.2 $1,514.7 9.7% 4.1% 5.5% 5.6%
Oxford $762.3 $1,117.7 $1,403.5 $1,746.8 6.6% 3.9% 4.7% 4.6%
Penobscot $2,326.9 $3,426.4 $4,399.0 $5,629.8 7.6% 3.9% 5.1% 5.1%
Piscataquis $251.0 $342.9 $409.1 $483.9 6.0% 3.2% 3.6% 3.5%
Sagadahoc $630.3 $910.3 $1,161.8 $1,482.7 9.8% 3.7% 5.0% 5.0%
Somerset $695.7 $996.4 $1,197.5 $1,453.1 8.4% 3.7% 3.7% 3.8%
Waldo $462.6 $796.1 $1,082.7 $1,448.1 9.3% 5.6% 6.3% 6.2%
Washington $478.3 $696.3 $801.1 $922.5 6.8% 3.8% 2.8% 2.9%
York $3,017.7 $4,756.7 $6,311.8 $8,180.0 9.4% 4.7% 5.8% 5.6%

EMPLOYMENT - FULL- & PART-TIME (BEA definition)
1990 2000 2005 2010 1980-90 1990-00 2000-05 2000-10

Maine 706932 795485 868702 945047 2.5% 1.2% 1.8% 1.7%
Androscoggin 53698 60085 63116 65591 1.1% 1.1% 1.0% 0.9%
Aroostook 44309 41266 43499 46172 0.9% -0.7% 1.1% 1.1%
Cumberland 182996 216238 241342 271845 3.6% 1.7% 2.2% 2.3%
Franklin 16287 17732 18599 19645 1.7% 0.9% 1.0% 1.0%
Hancock 28507 36425 41520 47592 3.1% 2.5% 2.7% 2.7%
Kennebec 72948 75313 80941 85978 2.4% 0.3% 1.5% 1.3%
Knox 20981 27360 30505 34011 2.5% 2.7% 2.2% 2.2%
Lincoln 14931 19257 23334 28940 3.7% 2.6% 3.9% 4.2%
Oxford 22874 25170 26887 28514 0.4% 1.0% 1.3% 1.3%
Penobscot 83609 91059 96187 102711 1.9% 0.9% 1.1% 1.2%
Piscataquis 8675 8820 8998 9179 1.0% 0.2% 0.4% 0.4%
Sagadahoc 22553 21162 19006 18397 3.9% -0.6% -2.1% -1.4%
Somerset 23840 27226 29726 32226 2.6% 1.3% 1.8% 1.7%
Waldo 12246 17320 19287 21671 2.5% 3.5% 2.2% 2.3%
Washington 16557 19850 22239 25162 1.1% 1.8% 2.3% 2.4%
York 81921 91202 96807 103140 2.9% 1.1% 1.2% 1.2%

TAXABLE RETAIL SALES (mill$)
1990 2000 2005 2010 1980-90 1990-00 2000-05 2000-10

Maine $8,929.6 $13,889.5 $17,128.1 $22,668.8 8.4% 4.5% 4.3% 5.0%
Androscoggin $592.0 $911.9 $1,058.8 $1,269.7 7.4% 4.4% 3.0% 3.4%
Aroostook $454.0 $509.8 $547.5 $610.5 5.4% 1.2% 1.4% 1.8%
Cumberland $2,236.7 $3,805.9 $4,797.8 $6,855.8 9.2% 5.5% 4.7% 6.1%
Franklin $196.0 $236.5 $263.7 $302.7 5.1% 1.9% 2.2% 2.5%
Hancock $343.2 $586.8 $765.1 $1,063.0 7.1% 5.5% 5.4% 6.1%
Kennebec $815.0 $1,219.0 $1,496.0 $1,891.2 5.8% 4.1% 4.2% 4.5%
Knox $242.8 $402.9 $502.9 $698.7 9.4% 5.2% 4.5% 5.7%
Lincoln $179.5 $319.5 $412.5 $562.6 10.8% 5.9% 5.2% 5.8%
Oxford $230.5 $342.3 $423.8 $556.5 5.7% 4.0% 4.4% 5.0%
Penobscot $1,137.0 $1,732.7 $1,957.4 $2,393.0 6.5% 4.3% 2.5% 3.3%
Piscataquis $73.5 $92.2 $98.2 $113.8 9.1% 2.3% 1.3% 2.1%
Sagadahoc $160.7 $184.2 $244.7 $327.5 11.8% 1.4% 5.9% 5.9%
Somerset $290.4 $314.9 $339.7 $380.6 10.4% 0.8% 1.5% 1.9%
Waldo $118.7 $210.7 $266.6 $384.5 9.6% 5.9% 4.8% 6.2%
Washington $162.9 $182.7 $197.5 $230.0 6.5% 1.2% 1.6% 2.3%
York $877.4 $1,484.3 $1,958.0 $2,645.0 10.4% 5.4% 5.7% 5.9%
Out-of-State $819.5 $1,353.2 $1,798.2 $2,383.8 15.4% 5.1% 5.9% 5.8%



Maine County Population Projections
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Maine County Personal IncomeProjections
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Maine County Full- and Part-Time Employment  Projections
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